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Avian 
ROSALIND SRB MAYBERRY 
58· 
A baby robin is demanding 
Its great gaping maw 
hinged at the corners 
swallowed balls of hamburger 
and crushed earthworms 
the size of its head 
every hour or two 
Only food stopped 
its raucous squawking 
Its greedy gullet would stretch 
so you could see the grain 
of ground meat 
through transparent skin 
I left t11e spade out 
by t11e mulch pile 
for digging after worms 
The bird seemed too fat 
to take off but one day 
a hop and a flap of wing 
of its cardboard box 
where its fat plum of a body 
wobbled on spidery legs 
its feathers ruffled and grey 
from there to a shoulder 
where it sat piping, waiting 
like a chip to be knocked off 
